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Madam SENDALL 


RELIOT of the 
Reverend Mr. SENDALL, 
AND 


The Caurcn lately under bis 
PasTORAL CARE: 


Dear Friends, 


__— N 
1 l may the oftner — Him 
2 . to 2 Thoughts, and 
there wirkt his Docrrine and Life, whoſe 
A 2 Death 


| 
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iv. The DEDICATION. 


Dteat / _ the mournful Occaſion of it : 
; And if this prove a Motive to engage you 
— Fe to follow his Faith, that which en — 

and practis'd, in which he liv'd to fo good 
Purpoſe, and died with ſo much Comfort, 
conſidering the End of his Converſation, I ſhall 

have no Reaſon to repent my Labour, and 

you will be led to thank GOD for my be- 


ing your Remembrancer. 

You have now a freſh Inſtance that th, 
the Way to Glory lies thro? the Valley of the de 
Shadow of Death; and of what Uſe bright Sf 
Evidences, and realizing Views of har di 
Glory are, not only to free the dying Be- as 
liever from Fear, but to fill him with Peace, pr 
the Earneſt of that into which his Soul is a- th 
bout to enter: And from the Nearneſs in Ca 
which he ftood to you, who is gone before, al 
ou are particularly to hear it as the Lan- al 
guage of his Remove, and the encouraging Il 
Manner in which he went off ; Prepare to fol- 
low: Do this by expecting Death as Cer- 
tain, and looking after that which will make \ 
it ſweet, viz. a well. grounded Hope of Hea- * 
ven beyond it. p 

4 a 

WHAT is neceſſary to ſuch a Hope, you may £ 
find in the Text, namely a quitting in point 1 
of Choice, the Creature for Go p, ſelf for a 
Chriſt, Sin for Holineſs, this World for [ 
that above; and then acting ſuitably to f 
the Choice made. This you have ſeen ex- f 


em- 


| . 
——Th DEDICATION TE 

emplified in him who leſt you the Subject as 
his Legacy, which therefore you are to read 

for Direction, as marking out the Way to 

Bleſſedneſs in the Temper and Tendency of 

an Heir of it; and to your Conſolation, . as 
conſidering him at Reſt in the Fruition of 
that which you knew him fo earneſtly 
F tending to. 


Tak Day of Death is ſaid to be better than ꝑcl vii. x, 
the Day of one's Birth: This is not to be un- ; 
derſtood of every one, but according to the 
Spirit's Expoſition, Bleſſed are the Dead which Rev. xiv. 
die in the Lord, They are bleſſed indeed, 3. 
as in being abſent from the Body, they are = Cor.v.8. 
preſent with the Lord, which is 7 ar better : But Phil. i. 23: 
the Height and Compaſs of the Happineſs 
carried in this, cannot be known to us, by 
any Thing ſhort of Poſſeſſion: We muſt die 
after them into the ſame State to be fully 
informed, 


WEIT, in the mean time, nouriſh in your 
Minds the molt rais'd Apprehenſions of it: 
With new Vigor put on towards it: Im- 
ploy Faith and Hope upon the Revelation 
and Promiſes of the Word, to get the beſt 
Acquaintance you can with it: Pray the 
Father of Glory to open your Underſtandings 
and Heaven, and ſhew you ſo much of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light, as he ſces 
ſuited to an expecting State. Be thank- 
ful for any Thing of this by the way, and pa- 

: tlent- 
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tiently wait his Call with a Willngn 


die, to go and fee and enjoy the re 


Tux Breach made upon you, by which Wm: 
1 you are brought into a widow'd State, ve- Wane 
| ry ſenſibly tells you, That if Nothing elſe L. 
| may; Death at fartheſt, on one Side or the 
other will diſſolve the moſt deſireable earth- 8 
ly Relations, and teaches you the Neceſſi- 
ty and Value of a ſpecial Relation to the | 
Living G op, which Death cannot hurt, 
and which will hold thro? and beyond the | 
Grave: This once made, is for Soul and ly 
Body, Time and Eternity, and ſo fitted W ble 
to give Relief under the Death of any | 

| deareſt to us, and the Expectation of our 

own. Upon this Ground, with what Calm- 1 
| neſs and Comfort may you ſpeak to your- Bie 
Pc. xlviii. ſelves and one another, in a dying World; Win 
14 'I enough, G0 b is till alive, the Re- Pa 
—Jxxiii, DEEMER will never die, and this God is our Nyou 
24. God for ever and ever, He will be our Guide ¶ com 
even unto Death; and afterwards receive us 


to Glory. 


I SHALL add no more but my hearty 2 
Prayer, For you MAD AR, 


— THAT altho' your Houſe be not ſo with 
xxiii. 4,5. God, as a Morning without Clouds; but ſadly } 
pf xxx; darkned and over-calt, you may neverthe. 
leſs look unto Go and be lightned, being 
able to ſay, Tet He hath made with me an ver- 


Laſting 
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laſtin Covens ordered in all. Thin 5, and 
ee 
Deſire. May you find, That zz the Favour PC. xxx. 5. 
Gop there is Life indeed, abundantly ' 


king up the Loſs you have ſuſtain'd; 
e- Wand that His Loving-kindneſs is better than — uiii. 
ſe Life, even than that which you thought. 
he p cu cou'd leaft ſpare. May you dwell in the d. 2. 


ecret Place of the Moſt High, and abide under 
be Shadow of the Almighty, and thereby have 
your Soul and Sorrows refreſh'd, your 
Tears dried up, the remaining Part of your 


rt, | 
he WLife ſmooth'd, and made to glide pleaſant- 
ad ly on to a peaceful Death, and ſo into a 
ed KB bleſſed Eternity. 


For you the FLOCK. 
May the Great and Good Shepherd and 1 Pet. i. 
1 5 of Souls, manifeſt His Regard to you, _ 


d, in ſetting a Man over the Congregation, a 8 

E- Paſtor after His own Heart, who may feed i 6. 
«r you with Knowledge and Underſtanding, and Jer. iii. 15. 
de come to you in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of Rom. ww. 


the Goſpel of Cuxisr; that the Sheep may 29. 

ot ſcatter, but go in and out, and find Pa- Joh. x. 9- 
Fare. May what he taught you from the | 
ord, who is now remov'd, be remember'd 
y you, and his earneſt Requeſts to Gop 
be remember'd for you, and all fare the 
better for whom they were made. May 
gany of you, that at his going hence were 
e- Strangers to Goo, be brought Home; and 
ng choſe whom he was inſtrumental of reco- 


viii. 
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- forwarded and built up; and tho? one ſoweth, 


Joh. iv. 
36, 37- 


1 Theſſ. 


ii. 19. 


rent Hands, that both zhey that ſow, and 


' fence of the Lord Jesus CHRIS x at his 


Things the Concerns of your Souls, and 


1 


vering, and left on the Way to Heaven, 
with pleaſed Hopes of ſeeing em there, be 


and another reapeth, may the Pleaſure of the 
Loxp among you go on to proſper in diffe- 


| 


they that reap, may rejoyce together in the Pre- 


Coming, and Gop in Him have the Glory 
of all. 


For Bor n, 

M a y the afffictive Providence be ſan- 
tified to ſaving Purpoſes; to bring you 
nearer to Go p, encreaſe your Hatred off 
Sin, teach and excite you to live more as 
thoſe that are dying, minding above all} 


laying up your Treaſure in Heaven, that 
upon the ſhorteſt Warning, you may cheer 
fully depart, to enter into the Joy of your 
Lox p. 5 


I 1 ſe: 2 
Praying and hoping for this, 


Tour Friend and Servant, 


in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 


D. WIT cox 


PSALM XVIL 16. 


As for me, I will behold thy 
Face in Righteouſneſs : I 
fall be ſatisfy'd, when I 
awake, with thy Likeneſs. 


an- 


ou 
ö of 
as? 
all! 
1nd 


"7 Df) Am to call your Attention 
= © $8 || to theſe Words, as the 
Choice of yourlate excel- 
lent Paſtor, and you will 
allow m to do ſo, as 
expreſſive of his heaven- 
| ly Temper. | 

H x could herein take up the Pfalmiſt's 
= Language with much of his Spirit, having 
like him fix'd on G 0D as his Portion, and 
looking to Heaven as the Place of his ex- 
pected perfect Happineſs in him. 

To ſecure this for himſelf as his chief Good, 
and engage your Hearts and Purſuits the 
ame Way, was viſibly the Scope to witch 

B 1s 
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his Labours were directed while he lived; 
and he has hereby left you a memorable | 
fnſtance, what was his Mind when he | 


came to die, the Time when Men are moſt 


in earneſt, and leaſt to be ſuſpected to att 


a Part: He was then greatly pleas" 
with the Felicity he had choſen, and hear- 


tily deſirous of your {ſharing with him, that 
his G o might be yours, and in Token of 
both, order*d this to be the Ground of his 
Funeral Diſcourſe, by which being dead, you 
are to hear him yet ſpeaking ; As for me, I | 
will behold thy Face in Righteouſneſs : I ſhall be 


ſatisfied, when I awake, with thy Likeneſs. 


Tur Palm is intitled, A Prayer of David. 
: The laſt Requeſt in it he offers up, common 
Ver. 13. to him with every * Saint, is this, O Lord | 


deliver me from Men of the World, which have 
their Portion in this Life, and whoſe Belly thou 
filleſt with thy hid Treaſure. © O let me be 


« none of the Number who have this to be 
te their All, agd who without looking far- | 
ether can take up With it. I muſt have a 
« Happineſs of another Kind, and longer | 
« Date, than all this World can yield or 
&« offer, a Happineſs in Go bp, or I can ne- 
ver have any, I take the Beginnings of 


FE. 


this here, as Pledges of far greater to be 
* reach'd and enjoy'd beyond the Grave. 
« What I have experienc'd of this, hath } 


« been 


_—_ 


vere Saying of Luther,valde proteſtatus ſum me nol- 


le ſic fatiari ; I deeply proteſted that I would not be fo fais. 
Fed. Melch, Ad. in vita Luth. 9 
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« been my beſt Support upon Earth, 
« from whence my Deſires and Hopes run 


ce ver with Pleaſure and Earneſtneſs to 
c the Perſection of all in Heaven; As for 
me, I will behold thy Face in Righteouſneſs : I 

ſhall be ſatisfy'd, when I awake, with thy Likeneſs. 


We may here obſerve, 


I. The Genuine Temper of a Gracious Soul 
as diſtinguiſbed from all the reſt of the World, 


V1z. to be taken 4 with G OD 4s his chief | 


Good, 
II. What it is with Reference to & O D, that 


5 7 ſums up the Happineſs of his People, viz. Be- 


holding his Face, his Likeneſs, and the Satisfa- 
(ton that Both will make way for, and run into. 


III. If any are admitted to behold G O D's 
Face to their Satisfaction and Happineſs, it 
muſt be in Righteouſneſs, 13 


IV. To whatever Degree G O D may bring 
down Heaven in the Diſcoveries of —_— to his 
People here, there is much more reſervꝰd above, 
Tm they are breathing after, and ſhall at laſt 
obtain. 1 | 


V. There is 4 fixt and proper Seaſon for their 


full Satisfaition, viz. when they awake, which 
they will and ought to have their Eye to, and 


in 
6 becoming Manner to think and ſpeak of. 5 
uy * 


B 2 whe 
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. whenThave gone thro? theſe, *twill be time 


to cloſe with Something reſpecting the MF th 
mournful Occaſion. ' WH 
te 


. 
3 
4 


I. *Tis the Genuine Temper of a Gracious 5 
Soul, as diſtinguiſb'd from all the Reſt of the FR" 
World, to be taken up with GOD as his chief 

Good. 4 


Wr are all born with a Cry after Happi- 
neſs, but, ſince the Apoſtacy, expect it in 
Objects in which *tis never to be found, and 
purſue it in a Way which carries us the far- 
ther from it, while Go p and Heaven are 
leſt behind. 

T n1s, how ſtrange ſoever, is the Cha- 
| racter and Courſe of all in their Natural 
| Pſal. xiv. State: The Lord looked down from Heaven up- 
i ?, 3- on the Children of Men, to ſee if there were an 

that did underſtand and ſeek God; but they 
are all gone aſide, and under the Sway of Cor- 
Job. xxxv. ruption, ſtill going farther, none ſaying, 
* Where is God my Maker, who giveth Songs in 
the Night. 
Upon this Account Men unchang'd, 
are fitly calPd, Men of the World, as whol- 
ly for it, ſwallow'd up, and engroſs'd by 
it. They purſue it as their Buſineſs, value 
AR. xvil-it as their Bleſſedneſs, and ſo live * without 
a Go p, even While they live upon Him. 
Bur 


i. e. In Point of Acknowledgment 43:01 & Td KT UW, Pra- 
H#ica! Atheifts in the World, Fob. ii. 32, 


3 , 
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Bur in this a Child of Go p is of au- Numb. 

1e ther Spirit, a more excellent one. What the 7+ 
Mord was once to him, that Go p is zow, Prov. xii. 

to wit, his Portion; and this is the Lan- 26. 

EZ guage with which he runs to Him, Whom pram 

% 3 Iin Heaven but Thee ? And there is none lxxiii. 25. 

IJ pon Earth that] deſire beſides thee. 

X Havins a new End, he is under a 

new Biaſs, and as reſcu'd from the common 

Herd, has his Deſires carry'd a different 

Way: There be many that ſay, Who will ſbem pal. iv 6. 

us any Good? But Saints are of a more re- 

fined Taſte, and any Kind of Good can no 

longer ſuit or ſatisfy their Souls. They all 

look upward, and breathe their inmoſt 
1- 3 Senſe in the following Requeſt ; Lord, lift 
1] VF Thou up the Light of thy Countenance upon us. 


— 


* 


* And the Granting of this, gives em a Joy prov, xiv, 
”7 that a Stranger intermedaleth not with, and io. 

'y ſuch as no Delights poſſible to others, even 

Þ at Harveſt, or their higheſt Tide can ever 


= equal. This the P/almziſt ſpeaks from what 
„ ble ſelt, as a Witneſs for Gop, Thou haſt put 
Gladneſs in my Heart, more than in the Time 
that their Corn and their Wine increaſed. | 
Tux is, and muſt be, a vaſt Diffe- 
rence between the People of God, and the 
Reſt of Mankind, as travelling to Eterni- 
ty. They that are to be remov'd from each 
other, as far as Heaven is from Hell here- 
after, may well be ſuppos'd to be widely 
diſtinguiſh'd here. And the Diſtinction is 
not merely external, but ſuch as is deeply 
-. inward, 


— — — — 
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inward, and lies in the differing Oiſpoſitions, 
and predominant Workings of Mens Spirits, 
either to GO p or the World, as their Fe- 
licitating Portion. | « 
ALL in the State wherein they were 
born, cleave to Earth, and reſt in it, prac- 
tically ſaying, Tis good to be here; and ſo 
the Spirit they are of, is ſtyPd, the Spirit f 
the World, VI 1 
On the contrary, Him that is godly, the 
Lora hath ſet apart for Himſelf. And they * 
that are of this Character, from the great- 
eſt to the leaſt, as coming into the Num- 
ber, renounce the World as a Rival with 
their Maker, and center in Go p as infi- 
nitely better; and hereupon, as in earneſt, 
purſuing their Choice, they are ſaid, in 
| 1 Cor. ii, Oppoſition to the former, to have received 
|. 1% not the Spirit of the World, but the Spirit which | 
_ -* i5 of God. On Him their Hearts and Hopes 
1 are plac'd; after Him, their chief and moſt | 
ji eager Deſires run. His Loving-kinaneſs to 
i them, is better than Life: An Intereſt in 
| his Goodneſs, is what they would fear the 
Hot iii. 5. Forfeiture of, and awe themſelves with, 
more than Death. Communion with Him, 
is their Heaven begun, and the perſect, 
endleſs Fruition of Him, is all the Heaven 
PC.xxiv.6. they expect. This is the Generation of them 
that ſee him, that ſeek thy Face, O God of Jacob. 
WIUILS r othersarecarry'd to Things 
below, David, as a Man after Gop's own 
—xxy, . Heart, ſays of himſelſ, Mine Eyes are ever 
1 | . JJ 
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towards the Lord. And this, in its Meaſure, 
ts, agrees to every One, in whom Grace 
reigns. Tho' they can't be always actually 
Rying Goo, they would be as much with 
Him as poſſible, as more to them than all 
the World: And this upon ſeveral Ac- 
counts. | 


us 
7 


; DRY 6 


(..) From 4 ſettled Conviction of the 
Ernnptineſß and Inſufficiency of any created Good, 
to do for em what they need, or be to em 
1 inſtead of Goo. | ; 
Z Wren Man fell from Goo, he turn'd 

to the Creature, and places and ſeeks his 
| ® Happineſs in it; but upon Trial, all it a- 
mounts to, is Vanity and Vexation, and with 
this Confeſſion, the true Penitent, tir'd 
with his wild and vain Purſuit, returns to 
Go p as his only Reſt. | 
- WraTEever were his Apprehenſions be- 
fore, he is now ſenſible, with Application 
to himſelf, that the Body is not the only or 
chief Thing that we are to be concern'd for; 
nor the preſent Life, and the gratifying and 
pleaſing the Appetite and Senſes, during a 
ſhort, uncertain Space, what we are to 
take our Eſtimate of Happineſs from. 
There is belonging to every One an undy- 
ing Part, of far Kicker Account : A Soul 
of A ſpiritual Nature, which the Things of 
Earth do not ſuit; of vaſt Deſires,” which 
they cannot fill; of peculiar Wants, which 
they can no Way anſwer : The whole. 
= World 
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— 
World cannot procure a Pardon for the Guil- 
ty, or heal the Diſeaſed,or give Peace to the 
awaken'd, troubled Soul : It cannot hold it 
in Life, or go with it at Death, or plead for 
it at Judgment, or open Heaven, or deliver 


from Hell, or in the leaſt mitigate the Tor- 
ments there. Thus view'd, miſerable in- 


deed is the Caſe of thoſe, who have their 
Portion in this Life ; which therefore the 
Believer humbly deprecates, and for him- 
ſelf looks above and beyond it all to Gop. 


(2.) TER E is every Thing in Go p that 


may commend and endear Him to his People, and | 


attract their Eyes and Hearts to Him. 

HE is an Univerſal Good, in whom all 
poſſible Excellencies and Perſections meet, 
as Streams in the Ocean, and ſo Go p Al- 
Sufficient : He is a Good unmixt, in whom, 
as there is Nothing wanting that is deſira- 


Joh. i.5. ble, ſo Nothing preſent that is evil. God is 


Light, and in him there is no Darkneſs at all : 
He is a Good Infinite and Immenſe,and ſo moſt 
proper and adequate to anſwer all our Ne- 
ceſſities, employ all our Powers, fill up all our 
Capacities and Deſires to the utmoſt, and 


give that perfect Reſt, that will exclude all : 


poſſible Want, and leave no Room for an un- 
ſatisfy'd Wiſh : And how many ſoever may 
be thus happy in God, His boundleſs Fulneſs 
will be as ſufficient tq every One, as if 
there were none elſe; as Millions of Eyes 
may at once drink in the Light of the Sun, 
without 
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without the leaſt Diminution to any parti- 
cular Beholder: Moreover, He is a Good al- 
ways the ſame, above all poſſible Decay; and 
ſo the Happineſs of his People can never a- 
bate by Length of Enjoyment, nor the leaſt 
pr Wearineſs ariſe as an Occaſion to admit the 
Thought of Change: HE is a Good ever- 
laſting, ſuch as will never ceaſe to be, and 
who can; and will be the Happineſs of his 
People to all Eternity: And, that Nothing 
may be wanting, under the mention d Cha- 
racters, to ſpeak him amiable indeed, this 
"at is to be added as at the Bottom and the 
va Crown of all; He is their Gop in Cauxisr, 
and ſo acceſſible by 'em: Their Go p ia 
Covenant, and ſo ready to bid them wel- 
come, and in a peculiar Manner open and 
let out Himſelf unto them. | 


(35) Tis the Property of Grace .comi 
from G © p,; to carry his Ped to Him, 5 
their chief Good. 

THEyY are Men, whoſe Hearts Go bp 
hath touch'd and turn'd, that thus follow 
Him ; and being drawn by Him, whither 
& {ſhould they run but to Him? As faving| 
== enlighten'd to diſcern his tranſcending Excel- 
lency, they /ove Him above all, and thence 
deſire Nothing ſo much, as to be taken up 


Faith, they have Peace with God, thros Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whom, as the Great Beloved, they 
are accepted; and ſo the Ground of Nevifh 

C Fear 


with the Object beloved: Being juſtified by Rom. v. 
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Fear is removed: And as ſanitiffd by the 
Spirit, and made like to Gop, their natu- 
ral Averſion is cured, and froma new Prin- 
ciple, they are prepar'd for Converſe with 
Him, and breathing after it, as what 


catmot live without. If at any Time di- 
verted, their Caſe is, as that of the Needle 


turn'd from its Pole, trembling and un- 


ſettled, till it find its deſir'd Point. 
*Tis remarkable, How all that are 


Partakers of the divine Nature, are, as to 


this, of the ſame "Temper, and carry'd the 


4 
ſame Way. How different ſoever as to 


or Sex, Condition or Place, they are 
herein united; Gop, the Fountain of Bleſ- 


ſedneſs, they have choſen as their. Portion, "1 
and are all tending to Him, as the Centre of 
their Reſt. | 


THE New Convert comes into the King- 
dom of Grace, ſaying, Ti, good for me, to 


draw near to God: And in the ſame Mind, 


the Old Diſciple goes off to Glory, ſaying, 


To be abſent from the Body, and preſent with 


the Lord, is far better. And how often is this 


his Language by the Way ? As the Hart : 


panteth after the Water Brooks: ſo thirſteth my 


Soul after Thee, O God. My Soul thirſteth 
for God, for the living God, when ſhall I come 


and appear before God ? 


UNDER the moſt diſtant, external Cir- | 


cumſtances, there belongs to em the ſame 
inward Senſe, They among 'em, that 


have moſt of the World, would think, and 
own 


— — — 


\ 


— m 
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own themſelves miſerable, without Gop; 
and therefore in Proſperity, value his Pre- 
ſence above all Things elſe they enjoy: To 
them that have leaſt of the World, the 
= fame Preſence of G o p, is more than all 
Things elſe that they want, and there- 
ſore they acquieſce with Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction in himſelf Upon Suppoſition of 
the ſaddeſt Caſe as to Externals, they would 
not change their Note, but ſay with the 
Prophet, when Nature is withering round 
**m, as under an univerſal Blaſt; Mltho* Hab. ji. 
the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit 17, 18. 
= be on the Vines, tho the Labour of the Olive 
** ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhall yield no Meat; 
tt the Flock ſhall be cut off from the ' Fold, 
= and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls : Tet 
will I rejoyce in the Lord, and joy in the 
God of my Salvation. The Fountain is 
full and inexhauſtible, tho? all the Streams 
of creature Comforts be cut off, or dried 
up: Here therefore will I fit and drink, 
and then lift up my Head and ſing, 
The Lines are fallen to me in pleaſant Places, pr xvi G. 
ea I have a goodly Heritage. Let others take 
up with what they will, The Lord is the 
Portion of mine Inheritance, and of my Cup: 
Thoa maintaineſt my Lot. 011¹⁰ 
Tuus in the Midſt of all earthly Ac- 
commodations, Go Þ is his Peoples Hap- 
pineſs and Hope; and in the Abſence 
of theſe, he is ſtill the ſame, and there- 
fore in Him they by: Reaſon ſtill to b. 
2 at 


» + 
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at reſt; they can ſet Go p and an Inte- 
reſt in him againſt the greateſt Wants and 
Troubles they may be ſabjeft to,and find 1n 
him enough to their Relief, notwithſtand- 
ing all: Let who will be diſquieted, when 
denied what he would have of the preſent 
World, or depriv'd of other Comforts in it, 
one born from Heaven, can ſpeak it to his 
Father there, Lord, give me Thyſelf, and Wy! 
I have enough; continue Mine, and let 
c me know it, and I ſhall never want, and 
e., will be ſo far from complaining, that 
PL xi 9-0 my Heart ſhall be glad, and my Glory re- 
4 joyce. Had I ten thouſand Worlds, with- 
« out Goo, I had Nothing; but in Him 
“J have all. That Go p who is his own 
« Happineſs, without any Thing elſe, is 
© ſufficient for mine.“ This leads us to add, 


(4.) Gracious Souls have all found that Reſt, 
and ſome of them that Joy in God, that no- 
thing in the World beſides can give,and which they 
would not exchange for any Thing it can offer. 

I T muſt be own'd, in Point of Comfort, 
there is a great deal of Difference among 
ſuch as ſtand equallyrelated to God; and no 
Wonder, when their Age and Growth, Diſ- 
poſitions and Circumſtances, Watchfulneſs, 
Work, and Trials are fo different, and the 
Purpoſes ſo many and great that Go p has 


r xcvii. to ſerve by all: Light is ſown for the Righte- 


" 4 

_ = 
me 
> 
2 
Ws - F, & 
2 


ous, ana Gladneſs for the Upright in Heart, 2 
but all have not an equal Share of this, nor Ir 
8 
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it may be any at all Times: However they 
that know leaſt of what the Peace of Go 0 
means, the Peace that is founded in Grace 
Zand bears it Company, know it to be ſuch, 
as is no where elſe to be had, and by this 
their Hearts and Minds are kept, thro* Chriſt phil. iv.. 
Zeus, in a reſolv'd Adherence to Go p as 
their beſt Good. The weakeſt that have 
Hielded themſelves to God, as thoſe that are 
alive from the Dead, from a Perſuaſion and 


— 


Hope, and ſome inward Taſte that the Lord Pet. i 3. 


Xs Gracious, have their Judgment and 
Choice fix d for him againſt all Things elſe; 

and the more they experience of this up- 

Jon longer ſtanding, and as advancing in 
Strength and Stature, in the Sealing, Earneſt 
and 3 of the Spirit, the harder : fal. li. 
their Souls follow after God, and the more 
are they ſet . the contrary; being 

ſure upon the firmeſt Ground, that looking 
any where elſe they can never have a bet- 

ter Maſter, or the Proſpect of a greater 
Reward, or a better Way, or Work or 
End; or ever change but to their infinite 

3 Loſs : Upon any Motion of that Kind, Pe- 
er's Anſwer would be theirs, Lord, to whom John vi. 
2 FM we go, thou haſt the Words of Eternal . 

A E. 5 
HFlaving been in the Mount and ſeen 
Gop's Power and Glory as his People have 
ſometimes done; had his Goodneſs made to 
paſs before em, and his Loving Kjndneſs 
Ireely let out upon em to the /atisfjing of 
| | | their 
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* 


— — 


their Souls as with Marrow and Farne; they WF 
can never forget the gracious Vouchſafe. WF 
ments, nor receive em, without that tranſ. 
forming Impreſſion and Reliſh, that ſhall 
never wholly die out. The happy Effet 
of this, in ſuch, is an Appetite more eager 
to the Things Above, and deadned to 
all that belongs to Earth. When temp. 
ted to look downward, to any Thing here, 
under the Notion of Happineſs, Experience 
will enable 'em readily to reply, with 4. 
horrence of the Pleaſures of Sin, with Di. 
dain of the Delights of Senſe, in Compariſon 
of thoſe of a higher Kind, We are far better 
entertain'd with GOD: No Love, like the 
Love of Gop ; no Comforts, like the Com- 
fortsof God; no Delight like that which is to i 
be had in Communion with Him; no Ble 
ſedneſs to that which will conſiſt in the full : 
PC. Izv. 4. Injoyment of Him. Bleſſed is the Man mhm 
Thou chooſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach unto Thee. 

Suc an One will record, and often 

recal the happy Hours thus employ'd and 

fill'd between Go p and his Soul, as them 
hl ſweeteſt, the moſt deſirable Part of his 


J 


N | Time: And this, with * and Thank-"X. 
N fulneſß, that any Thing o this has been 
1 known, eſpecially, if {till continu'd ; with 
„ | Grief, as often as he finds it otherwiſe, 1 
Ml Job xxix. wiſhing, with Job, Oh, that I were as in of 
„ ; Months paſt. He is ready to own, It h 


been always beſt with me, when neareſt God, 
and worſt when fartheſt off, Oh] the Privi- 
\ : | 2 


lege 
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15 


eege of Acceſs to Go p 
12 by ] 


fea 


Iny Deſires, and then met them with ſuta- 
le Communications from the Riches of 
His Grace; with a reviving Voice, calling 


3 o cry, Abba, Father, and with endearing 
WTenderneſs treating me as ſuch : If ever 1 
ad Peace and Comfort, Delight and Joy, 


5 it was then: If ever I was rais d above the 
World, and willing to leave it; diſingag'd 


IS in My a : 
Bleſ livered ſrom the Fear of Dying, It was 


full then: If ever I could read my Title to 
- * Heaven clear, and had the Glory and Bleſ- 
7 ſedneſs there ſhew'd to my Faith, and real 
"Wand aſſuring Foretaſtes of all, it was in be- 
Ning thus ear to Gop ; dwelling in the ſecret 
Place of the Moſt High, and abiding under the 


Shadow of the Almighty. 


* Ay tho” after this, a Child of Light 
been mah walk in Darknef, and from being lilt- 


mournſul Change, directs him to Go p 
9 — High as his only Relief ; aone being 
able to do for him, what he has found Goo 


Peace, 


e Child, and allowing, and enabling me 


ed up, caſt down again; Senſe of the 


wn — 


From the inordinate Love of Life, and de- 


has, and can, and thence has Incourage- 0b a 
ment to hope, that He will. If Gop 22 


""Y 
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Hoſ. ii. 7, up with a becoming Vehemence, I will gi 


tv. 13. dwell at Eaſe: And what Wounds and 
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Peace, who or what can cauſe Trouble ? But 
when He hideth his Face, whither ſhould the 
een Soul turn for Light, but to. the l. 
Sun? Before Converſion, the awaken d I 
Sinner could find no Reſt, till he came to 
Gop; and any Diſtance that may grow 
up afterwards, procures to the Saint the 
moſt ſenſible Pain, that is only to be re. 
moved by the ſame Hand. In this Caſe, 
to apply any where elſe, inſtead of ſucceed- 
ing to a Cure, does but add to his Sorrow. 
Should the Cry for Help be carry'd round 
from Creature to Creature, the wounded 
Spirit would have Cauſe for Job's Com- 
plaint, Miſerable Comforters are ye all! Up Nl 
on this Ground, the Reſolve will be taken 


__ 


| 


and return unto my firft Husband; for then ii 
was better with me than now! Oh! the Diffe- 
rence between what I have had and en- 
ioy'd in Gov, and in any Thing elſe ab- 
{tracted from Him? In Him my Soul wal 
lodg'd in Goodneſs, and ſo had Reaſon toll 


Bruiſes I have received, has been by turn 
ing alide. This has rob'd me of my bel 
Joys, broken my Peace, daſh'd my Hopes © 
reviv'd my Fears, under which it has been 
hard to bear up: So true have I found it 
That they that obſerve lying Vanities, forſakei 

their own Mercy. The farther from Go M 
the farther from Happineſs, Satisfaction 
and all Good ; and the nearer Periſhing . H 

the 


* 
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or the greateſt Miſery : Wherefore let who 

vill be a choſen Stranger to Him, or make 
light of his being withdrawn; Duty and 

end Intereſt call me to delight my ſelf in the Lord, Pl. 
Was that which can alone bring me the De- vil 4. 
ies of my Heart, From the Experience 
have had of the Advantage of this; and 

he Sadneſs of an Interruption, I deſire, and 

4 pray, and hope, and wait, to have paſs'd 
Views and Joys reviv'd, and rais'd to a 

-ow;: higher Degree, in being nearer and nearer 


und till. Nor in my Aſcent to God, would I ſet 
ded Bounds to myſelf, where He ſets none, but 
om Aſpire on to the brighteſt Viſion, as where 


bat is vouchſafed, perfect Reſt is only to 
e found. But this brings us to conſider, 


II. WHAT # is with Reference to G 9 Dy 

Whit ſums up his Peoples Happineſs, viz. Be- 
en olding his Face, his Likenh, and the Satiſ- 
ah. tion that will Reſult from Both. 


Wa A . | 9 
n ta 1. BeroLvixs his Face. This includes 
and three Things. 
urn- 


bel 655 22 2 as the Object of his 

ones,” | eo CS appine S, Has different Ways of ma- 

thed | /h eſting Himſelf to em, 17 4 ——— 2 or 

ad it V glorious, as He ſees good 

ale His opening Himſelf to View, is not a 

; 0 0. Matter of Neceſ/ity, but of Grace; and ſo 
tion che Degree of the Manifeſtation, is ſuch as 

ng off He chooſes, as well as the Perſon admitted 


the D 1 


* * 


— | 
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to it. There are brighter, or fainter 
Appearances, according to the Pitch 
to which He would - raiſe the Beholders 
Bleſſedneſs. Thus the Face of God, and the 
Glory of God, are one and the ſame, viz. 
The Diſcovery of his Perfections in the 
higheſt, moſt amiable Luſtre, to the ligh- 2? 
eſt Felicity and Joy of thoſe to whom it is 
made, Such a Diſcovery belongs to the 
upper World, and will make Heaven there; 
and ſo is not to be expected, nor, indeed, 
ſupportable by any in this mortal State. 
Exod, When Moſes prays, I beſeech Thee, ſhew me 
xxxiii. 18. thy Glory! Gop's Anſwer to him, is this; 
My Thou canſt not ſee my Face: For there fhall no 
Man fee me, and live, There muſt be a2 
Difference between Earth and Heaven; be- 
tween the Diſcoveries of my-Self to thoſe i 
that live in a frail, expecting State, and 
thoſe who are gone thro? Death into a more 
perfect one. His Requeſt, as duly regula- 
oo ted, is graciouſly indulg'd, as G op pro- WW 
of v.:3, muſes, Thon ſhalt ſee my Back-parts : But re- Me 


p . « 


iM peats it again, My Face ſhall not be feen. 
Af Something of Gop may be ſeen and known i 
"ti in the preſent Life; but Heaven only is the 
1 Place for Beholding his Face, which, the 
: Beſt muſt die, before they can be ad- 
mitted to. $ 


Cor. xiii, (2.) Gop will have his People near Him, if 

12 in order to their Happineſs in Him : So near 
as that they ſhall ſee Him Face to Face. 

Tris 
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er Tuts World is a diſtant Place; and 

itch hp lievers themſelves, whilſt at Home in the C 
er's 4 Body, are ſaid to be abſent from the Lord : But s. 
the pon their Departure hence, they ſhall be 

VIZ. reſent with the Lord, and this in another 

the Manner than ever before. CrzisT ſpeaks 

gh- Heaven as his Father's Houſe, where all joh xiv... 
it is Me Children of Gop are to live under his 

the Rye. | 

ere; 8 


eed, 
ate, 
me 


his; 4 


| no 


e A 


be. 


hoſe 3 
and 
ore 
ula- 


4 q dded, 


(3.0 I n this Nearneff their Eye ſhall be clear 
a ſtrengthened for the glorious Sight. 

& Hens they cannot ſee God's Face and 
ve; Above, the moſt joyful Life will con- 
It in it, and be maintain'd by it. On the 
rt of the Object, the Bleſſed G o pp, No- 
ing ſhall be wanting, or conceal'd, that 
ill tend to the Felicity of thoſe that ſhall 
Me taken to dwell with Him: On the Part 
If the Subject, the Soul firſt, and afterwards 
Soul and Body purify*d, ſhall be perfectly 
Wuited to the Intelleffual and Senſible Glory, 
eſpectively prepar'd for their bliſsful En- 
Wertainment, The Manifeſtation {hall be 
oft full, conſtant, particular: The Viſion 
all be moſt comprehenſive, ſteady, ap- 
2D opriating : Both moſt vigorous, unwea- 
ied and everlaſting. Bleſſed are the pure in rat. v. 8. 


art; for they ſpall ſee God. This is the 
irſt Branch of the Saints Happineſs in 


OD; Beholaing his Face : To which is 


De 2, His 
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2. His Litene ß. , 

Tris may be conſider'd in Relation xz 
Object, 1 

Either to the 4 or 
Subject. 


(1.) In Relation to the Objeck, and fo 5 
the Likeneſs of G o p may ſtand; | 


[1.] IN General, for the ſame with his 
Face or Glory open'd ; in Heaven, in behold- 
ing of which, Saints may well count upon 
their perfect Bleſſedneſs, as it is the Libeneſ of 
Mi God, What was promiſed to Moſes, is thus 
5 Num. xii. deſcrib'd, The Similitude of the Lord 1. 
* „bee behold: Much more will the Name be- 
1 long to that which ſhall be opened and 
"INF {ſhine forth Above. Twill be a Manifeſta- 

| | tion eminently divine; moſt worthy of 
Gop; made by Him, and deſigned to F | 
prove his Deity to the tulleſt Conviction, 
M in fixing the Eyes and Minds of his Peo- x 

l ple upon Him with the greateſt Intenſeneſs tb 
and eternal Delight. * 


3 [2.] Mort eſpecially, the Likeneſs of God, | 0 
1 may point to Jeſis Chriſt, who is One with | 11 
1 Him, and in whom moſt of Gop is mani- 1 
. Col. ii. 9. feſted and to be ſeen. Ia him dmelleth al | hn 
I the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. And ac- | 1 4 
A 1 , cordingly, He is ſaid, to be in the Form of e 


„ Heb, i. 3. 5 God; the 9 of his Glory, and the ex- 
:44 preſs | 


a 

i 

* 'Y 
10N 1 
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eſs Image of his Prrſon. No Man hath ſeen Joh. : 
od at any Time; for He awelleth in inac- 1 Tim. vi. 
ſſible Light; but the only begotten Son, * | 


Wich is in the Boſom of the Father, he hath 


clared Him. And this, not only by his Tim. iii. 


Poctrine, but in his Perſon; being God ma- 16. 


of 
to 


* 

, x 
£0» 
Eels 


eſt in the Fleſh. Whilſt He was here 
nverſing with Men, upon Philip's 
ming to him with that Petition, Lora, Joh. xiv.s, 


ew us the Father, and it ſufficeth us. Jeſus 


ith unto him, Have I been ſo long Time with 
4, and yet haſt thou not known me Philip? 


Fe that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father. 


he Light of the Kyowleage of the G lory of 2Cor.iv.6, 


50d, ſhines to us in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt: 


does ſo here ; and under this Notion we 


re in the New Teſtament Style, directed to job. xvii. 
Fonceive of Heaven; namely, As being with 24. 

briſt, and beholding his Glory. And at that 
Day it ſhall be known,that he is in the Father, and 
he Father in him; and that, he that thus ſees 


prune mpg: oh. xiv. 
im, ſees the Father indeed, in a Manner chatle. 


ill lead the happy Beholder to ſay, with 


the higheſt Tranſport, Ir ſufficeth. 


(2.) Trax Likeneſs of God, may be conſi- 


F&er'd in Relation to the Subje : And fo is 
his Likeneſs impreſs'd upon the Soul; a 
KReſemblance of the Glory open'd and be- # 
held in his Face. This is here begun, We - ut, 


all with open Face beholding, as in a Glaſs, the 


1 Glory of the Lord, are changed into the ſame 


Image. But the Perfection of it is reſerv'd to 
the 


22 The SainrT's Satisfaction. 
the yet clearer Viſion, which all the Chik i 
dren of Gop ſhall have of Him, in the Day 
1Joh. ii.z. they are waiting for. Beloved, nom are we Wi*** 
the Sons of God; and it doth not yet appear what 2 or. 
we ſhall be : But we know, that when he ſhall ap- Tr 
pear, we ſhall be like him; for we ſball ſee him H 
Rom. viii, 4s he is. There is a Glory to be revealed in | 
is. m, as well as to us. Beſides which, as be. #7 
longing to a Saint's Happineſs, there is, | 


- 


07 
A, 


3. SATISFACTION. This both the for- 
mer make Way for, and run into. Open 
Viſion begets perfe& Likeneſs, and between 
God and Souls perfectly like Him, what 
Diſtance can remain? what Joy be want. 
ing? Which Way can they turn their 
Thoughts, and not find Cauſe of the high- WF 
eſt Delight? To conſider where they are, 
viz. in the moſt bright and glorious Place; 
the City of the Living God, the celeſtial Pa. 
radiſe, the third Heaven; that which was 
fram'd by the Moſt High for the Refidence 
of his Throne, the Temple of his Preſence, 
and fo fill'd with the Glory of G o p, and of 
the Lamb, ſupplying the Place of the Sun, 
and making an eternal Day, in which they i 
ſhall always live, and always rejoyce. To 
conſider themſelves freed from all Evils that 
were ever felt, or poſſible. None of which 
can have any Place in the Preſence of Gop 
and the RrpEEMER, whoſe Salvation is 
compleat ; and now they are made to know 
it is ſo; in that God hath wiped away all Tears 


from 


{ 
4 C 
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mw o ty fo. 


Day 


e nr 
Ti 4 Tranſport will they be led to fay, How 
him © 
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im, and ſuited to the Employ ments and 
wr. Enjoyments of the heavenly State: Having 
their Minds fill'd with the cleareſt Light, 
and their Hearts inflam'd with the moſt 


Erdent Love, being throughout pure, and 


pen 


een 
hat 
int. 
jeir 1 


Pa. 


1 
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om their Eyes, and brought em where there Rev. xxi. 

hall be no more Death, nor Sorrow, nor Crying; 

neither ſhall there be any more Pain : For the 
armer Things are wholly over. With what 


uch better is it where we are, than 
here we were! conſidering themſelves 
ais'd to the higheſt Honour in Likenefs to 
ob, and ſo made meet to dwell with 


ithout all Spot, and ſo joyning with the 


glorious Aſſembly of the Firſt-born in con- 


iemplating, admiring, praiſing and ado- 
gh ring the Fountain of their Being and Bleſ= | 
de. edneſs for ever. What more can they de- 

bre or wiſh, than to be under the brighteſt 


ha Diſplays of the divine Perfections, and the 
ice reeſt Communications of G o 0's Love and 


oodneſs, never to be interrupted or aba- 


ted, and never to end. 


Ou! happy they, who from ſeeing 
ob's Back-parts, are thus gone to ſee 
im Face to Face ; who from being co- 


3 ger'd with his Hand in the Cliff of a Rock, 
are now taken within the Vail, into that 


Preſence of his, where there is Fulneſs of Joy, pſil xvi. 
and where there are Pleaſures for ever mort. l. 
Where they ſhall live under the Light of 
his Countenance, never to be eclips'd, in 

| | whoſe 


n 


a 
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whoſe Favour is Life. Where they ſhall 
never fin, and Gop will never frown ; 
never turn away his Face, or look on with 
a diſpleaſed Eye. Where they ſhall know 
Him better than they can here conceive, 
and love Him more than they can now il 
think, and us themſelves happy, have 
their Souls at Reſt in Him, looking no far- 
ther, deſiring no more to their compleat 
Satisfaction. 1 
Heb. iv... HAVING a Promiſe of entring into ſuch 
a Reſt, what Fear and Watchfulneſs is ne- 
ceſſary, leſt any of us ſhould ſeem to come 
ſhort! But this leads us to what follows, 


hum.) | 


| 0 
VIZ. * 1 
III. WNOo EVER # admitted to behold F< 
Go p' Face to his Satisfaction and Happineſs, Wh, 
it muſt be in Righteouſneſs. The Pſalmiſt | 
looked for it no other Way. This doubt- 
leſs, takes in 
imputed, 
both a Righteouſneſs and 
inherent. 


1. A Ri@HTEOUSNESS #puted ; namely, 
the eee of Chriſt, put on by Faith. 
Without this, there is no ſtanding before 
Gop, or Approach to Him. Having pro- 

vok'd Him by Sin, He in Effect ſays to us, 

with Reference to Cyr isT, as Joſeph to his 

Gen. ali Brethren concerning Benjamin, Unleſs you 
3. bring him with you, ye ſhall not ſee my Face. 
This 
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ny This our Lord teaches us himſelf, ſaying, 
ich an the Way, the Truth and the Life : No Job. aiv. s. 


Man cometh to the Father, but by me. 
Wr by Sin have forfeited Heaven, and 
all the Bleſſedneſs that makes it up: Chriſt, 
and He only, hath purchaſed it for us; and 
f ever we have Acceptance with Go p 
Sand Admiſſion into his Kingdom, it muſt 
be upon the Account of the atoning, meri- 
torious Sacrifice He hath offer'd, and 
the everlaſting Righteouſneſs which He hath 
Drought in: Without this, we have No- 
hing of our own to found a Claim, or be 
our Plea. The FArhex proclaims Him- 
elf well-pleas'd in him, and ſends us for Ac- 
reeptance to him. For He hath made him to be , Cor. v. 


ns 4 Sin for us, who knew no Sin; that we might be 21. 
eſs, ade the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 
61 Wirrnour this, no Righteouſneſs of our 


own could ſtand us in ftead, as having here 

to do with Gop, or ere long to be judged 

by Him. This is that which the Apoſtle 
expreſſes ſo great a Value for, and is ſo ear- 

neſt to ſecure: Tea doubtleſs, and I count all phil jig, 
Lins but Dung, that I may win Chriſt, and 9. 

e found in bim, not having my ona Righte— 

—_— ns, which is of the Law ; but that which 
re the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs 
which is of God by Faith. This is that which 


nth the Believer truſts to, and triumphs in. 
18 Surely, ſball one ſay, in the Lord have I Righ- If.xlv.24 
1 teouſneſs and Strength; even to Him ſhall Men 


tome. In the Lord, ſhall all the Seed of Iſrael 
E be 
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be juſtified, and ſhall glory. By this we are 
2 from a chat wh had to fear, and 
entitled to all that we can want. This is 
that which hides every Spot of Deformity, 
and renders thoſe who are found in it, ami- 
able and lovely. Such as Goo juſtifes 
and is pleaſed with, and will ſet open the "Mt 
Kingdom of Glory to. 1 


2. A Righteouſneſs Inherent, This 4 


takes in a Renovation of Nature by being 


born from Heaven; and then a Converſa- 


Phil. i. 27. tion becoming the Goſpel, call'd a Converſa- i; 
Eph iv. 24. tion in Heaven : A putting off the Old Man, 2 
and putting on the New, which after God is 
created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ; nd 
from a Heart principled with Grace, walk- 
ing before Go p in Newneſs of Life. This 


Righteouſneſs is neceſſary to our ſeeing 


Go o upon a twofold Account, viz. 


(1.) From the Eſtabliſhment of the Word. '8 


Tit.ii. 12. The Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, 
teacheth us that denying Uneodlineſs and worldly 2 


Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and 
godlily, in this preſent World : So looking 
for that bleſſed Hope. Follow Holineſs,---with- 
oat which, uo Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 42 


(2.) From the Nature of the Thing. "Tis 4 


Joh. iii 3. ſtrongly aſſerted by our Lord himſelf ; Ye- 


rily, wer:ly, except a Man be born again, he 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of Ged. As to the 
| New 


New Jeruſalem, There ſhall in no wiſe en- 
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ter into it any Thing that deſileth. New Hearts 
are for a new Heaven, and they that are 
otherwiſe could find no Work or Satisfa- 


1 Ction there: For what Fellowſhip hath Righte- OI = 
== ouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs ? And what Com- 
munion hath Light with Darkneſs ? What 


would Sinners do in the Preſence of Go p, 


9 vith Souls moſt unlike and averſe to him? 
or in being with Chriſt, whom they here 
rejected, and have no Intereſt in? 


The former Righteouſneſs, that of Chriſt, 


is the Price of Heaven, and that for which 
the Believer is to expect it: The latter, is 
the Way to Heaven; markt out for the 
vranſom'd of the Lord to walk in, and in doing 16. xxx. 
ſo, they ſhall come to Lion with everlaſting Foy . 


S 


pon their Heads; and Sorrow and Sighing ſhall 

WT {ice away. Both perhaps are included in 

WT thoſe Places, in which our Lord gives us a 
Command and Warning; Seek ye firſt the Mar. vi. 
Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs ; For I, 
// «to you, that except your Righteouſneſs ſhall 
exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phi. 
= 7 i/ces, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the Ringdum 
e, God. He that has no Regard to a Ryghte- 
ouſucſe, inherent, overlooks the Deſign of 
2X Chriſt's Undertaking and Death; who 
gare himſelf for us that he might redeem us Tic. ii. 14, 
om all Iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 


. 120. 


peculiar People Iralous of good Works, He 
that hopes to ſee G o p, without a Righre- 
ouſneſs imputed ; forgets that he is a fallen 

E 2 ('r 44 
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Eph. ii. 8. Creature, to be ſaved by Grace, thro Faith; 
Rom. vi. and fo, tho” the Wages of Sin is Death, the 
23} Gift of Goa is eternal Life, thro" Jeſus Chriſt i 


our Lord. 


IV. To whatever Degree God may bring 
down Heaven in the Diſcoveries of himſelf to “ 
his People here, there is much more reſerv'd A- 
bove, which they are aſpiring to, and ſhall at laſt 
obtain. 

SEVERAL Things are carry'd in this, 


which can be little more than nam'd. 


I. *T 1s the Senſe of ſuch as belong to Gov, i 
that they have ſo much of Happineſs or 
Heaven begun, as they ſee, and know, and en- 
joy of Go p, graciouſly ſhewing Himſelf to em, 
Jo as not unto the World, Him they are {tu- 
dying in his Works, and Word, and Son: 
Him they are ſecking from Duty to Duty, 
in the Cloſet and Sanctuary: And when 
He is plcaſed to meet their Enquiries, and 
as it were place Himſelf before 'em, ſaying Wl 
to any in his Family, “ Contemplate my 
“ Perfcctions, my Wiſdom, Power, Good- 
* neſs, Mercy, Truth and Faithfulneſs ; 
% and know, that thou haſt an Intereſt in 
Hall. Think of the Ranſom that I have 
found, the Deſign I have been carrying 
* on for the ſaving Sinners, My Appoint- 
ing my Son to be the Captain of their 
* Salvation, and making him perfect thro? 
Suffering, in order to it: And know * 

5 5 | 99 
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& all this is for thee. View the Covenant 
W << of Grace eſtabliſh'd in his Blood, the 
W < exceeding great and precious Promiſes it 
contains; the Relations in which I ſtand 
(c to all mine, and read them as all belong- 
„ ing to thy ſelf. I am G op All. ſuffici- 
„ent and thine, and will deal with thee 

F< as ſuch; all my Ways ſhall be Mercy 
„ and Truth towards thee, My Loving 
“ kindneſs will I not take from thee, I 
is, „will pardon thy Sins, ſubdue thy Cor- 

[4 


ruptions, hear thy Prayers, ſupply thy 
Wants, aſſiſt thee in thy Work, keep 
( thee in thy Way, never leave thee in this 
„World, and afterwards receive thee to 
en- Glory in another,” For Go p to ſpeak 
thus to any, and cloath his Words with 
Power and Efficacy, making the Soul 
to tecl the Sweetneſs of em, may well be 
Wreckon'd and ſpoken of as Heaven, be- 
gun. 


2. Something of this, God, as he has ſeen 
Good, has been pleas'd to vouchſafe to his Peo- 
ie here. He has not as to this, wholly 
ſs: left himſelf without Witneſs, tho? the In- 
ſtances of late, ſince the apparent Decay of 
the Power of Godlineſs, have been more 
rare. We here walk by Faith, not by 
Sight; and yet we read of ſome, who, 
W tho” ſhort of Viſion, in Believing, have re- 
joyc'd with a Joy unſpeakable and full of Glo- 
z) An aged Miniſter, of whom I have 

| read, 


Pet. i. 8. 


, a 
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read, had "the Conſolation of Goo» ſo h 
ſtrongly pour'd into his Soul; that he was J y 
led to put up this Petition, © Lord, Stay thy i 

& Hand, thou knoweſt T am but a Quas. g T | 
« Veſſel and can hold no more. ” Another 
a little before his Departure, with an Air 
of Joy, Asks, What Light is that darted upon 
me ? Some about him anſwer'd, The Sun. 
ſhine : No ſaid he, 'tis my Saviours ſhine , 
and thereupon added, Friends farewell! 
And let it be preach'd at my Funeral, that 
God dealeth familiarly with Men. The Secret © 
of the Lord is with them that fear him, and 
that it may be the more regarded, the moſt i 
gracious Condeſcention is introduc'd with 
the moſt majeſtick Preface. For thus ſaith, 


* 1. high and lofty One that inhabiteth Eternity, 
15. 

whoſe Name is Holy, I dwell in the high and 
holy Place; with 5 alſo that is of a contrite| 4 LE 
and bewble Spirit, to revive the Spirit of tel "ot 
140 humble, and to revive the Heart of the contrite W* 
4 Ones. . 
B Tlie Interceſſion of Chriſt is always o 1 
1 be ſuppoſed, as opening a Way to this, 0 
il thro* whom it is that Go'd will in very t 

'W Deed dwell with Men: And in what De- 


3 gree he ſhews himſelf a Gracious Father to 
Ws Spirits dwelling in Fleſh, and brings Hea- © 


If. 1 ven with him into the Hearts of his Chil- 
* ; dren; the Grounds of it are ſuch as theſe, WP! 
1 e 
F. 0 (I.) The Strength of his Love, which tho' Jo 
14 it will not fully Sa out it ſelf upon em till 
100 
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Whey come to Heaven, is too ardent whol- 


was y to refrain by the Way. 


' thy 1 
ay. 
ther 
Air 
% 
un- 
ne; 
el 
that 
ret © 
and x 
noſt 
vith 
aith 
nit, 
and 


= 


(2.) To keep them from Fainting, 


(wv hilt put to wait for the Glory to be re- 


ealed ; and inable them the better to bear 
e Difficulties of an expeCting State. 


(Laſtly) TyaT from Experience of 
Ov's gracious Dealing with themſelves, 


Wey might more earneſtly invite Stran- 


ers into a ſpecial Relation to Him: This 
e P/almiſt does, O taſte and ſee that the Lord ppl. 
good, bleſſed is the Man that truſts in Him, xxxiv. g. 


3. Muc more of Heaven is yet reſerved. 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be: And 


mo Wonder; For Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear 1 Cori. 
ard, nor hath it entered into the Heart of 

Man to conceive the Things which God hath 
Wepared for them that love Him. 


IT muſt be Something vaſtly above 


hat the Believer hath in Hand, that the 
ove of Goo travelPd with from Everlaſt- 


g, that Infinite Wiſdom was employed 


contrive: That the Blood of his Son 


r to ent to purchaſe ; that He is gone before 


+8 8 
1 
4 
x 
4 


* 
=, 
y * 
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make ready; and the Beſtowing of 
TIF hich is for ever to redound to the Praiſe 


the Glory of his Grace. *Tis a Happi- 
els unſpeakably great, but reſerved, among 


ther Reaſons, for theſe two, wiz. 


(2.) "Fa 
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(I.) To wean them from the preſent . 
World, where they do not find, and are 
not to expect, their perfect Reſt; to ex- 
cite their Deſires aſter a better, and recon- 
cile them to the Thoughts of going hence; I 


even by Dying, to enter upon it. 


(2.) Tr they may have the quick- A 
er Reliſh of their final Bleſſedneſs; and 
ſo their Joys and Praiſes rais'd to the Ja 
higheſt Pitch, when from a State of fo 0 
much Imperfection and Diſtance, they are 
calPd up to ſee the Ring in his Beauty : Gop 
in his Glory, of which, the one Half could &. 
not poſſibly be told *em by the Way. 


4. Tris is what they are Aſpiring to, 
Breathing after. And this from the Con- 
mand of Go p upon 'em; from the Grace 
of Gop within 'em; as their Hearts are 
already in Heaven, becauſe their Treaſure 
is there : From the Joy they have had, 
when a Ray from the moſt Excellent Glo- 
ry has heen let down upon their Souls, and 
the molt ſenſible Grief it has given ꝰ em, that 
their brighteſt Minutes have been ſo ſhort: 
Upon thele, and many other Accounts, 
they can't but long to be there, where they 

{hall be above all Imperfection and Change. 
Rev. xxi. In that Cty, that hath no Need of the Sun of 
r the Moon to ſhine in it: For the Glory of God 
doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the Light 
thereof; 
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thereof ; and in that Light the Nations of Rev. xi 
them that are ſaved, ſhall, with the higheſt *3* 
Satisfaction, walk and dwell. 


(Laſtly, WHAT they are aſpiring to, they 
ſhall at length obtain. Verily, there is an 
End, and their Expectation ſhall not be 
cut of, This may be firmly concluded: 
As the Death and Interceſſion of CHRIST, 
ſhall not be in vain : Now He died, the 1 pet. iii. 
Tait for the Unjuit, that he might bring us to 18. 
God; and as going to Heaven, made this 
Requeſt, extending to every Believer, Fa- Joh. xv. 
ther, I will that they alſo whom Thou haſt *+ 
given me, be with me whefe I am, that 
they may behold my Glory. The Promiſe of 
Go p cannot fall to the Ground; and 
eternal Life, is what God, that cannot lye, pro- Tit. l. 3 
miſed before the World began. The Purpoſe 
was early, and how often, and many 
Ways hath it been confirm'd ſince ? That 
in the Immutability of his Counſel, the Heirs Heb. vi. 
of Promiſe may have ſtrong Conſolation, who 18. 
have fled for Refuge, to lay hold on the Hope 
ſet before them. Their Breathings after it 
are of Go p's own exciting, and ſo {hall not 
be diſappointed ; their Meetneſs for it 
is the Work of a Deity, and ſhall not be 
loſt : He that has wrought us for the ſelf-ſame 2 Cor. v. f. 
Thing is God, who hath alſo given us the Ear- 
neſt of the Spirit, which — way and ſecures 
all the reſt. This brings us to the con- 
cluding Head, viz. 

F V. Turns 
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V. THERE S — hx and proper Seaſon d 
for the Saints Satisfaction; namely, when they n 
awake, which they will, and ought to have their IL 
Eye to, and in a becoming Manner think and fc 
ſpeak of. | 
HERE I ſhall at once briefly hint the v 
Seaſon pointed to, and how it becomes the MW d 
Saint to think and ſpeak of it. 7 
TukRE is a twofold Seaſon in which the 5: 
Heirs of Heaven are to enter upon their I F 
Bleſſedneſs there, viz. As to the Soul, on Oi 
their Diſſolution : As to Soul and Body united, tl 
at the Reſurrection. To both theſe, the Time in 
of Awaking may refer: And fo to ſay, I 
ſhall be ſatisfied, when I awake, is the ſame, a 1 
to ſay, when Idie, and when I ſhall riſe again. ©! 


I SHALL be ſatisfied when I awake, i. e. 


1. As to the Soul on a Diſſolution. The ip 
Term here us'd caſts a Reflection on Li Ar 


or the Time of our ſojourning in this lowgh ©* 
imperfect, mortal State: ?Tis a Kind d ©" 
Sleep. The Souls of the Beſt, by Means d N 
the Boa) of Fleſh; and the Body of Sin, arc D 
greatly clog'd and hinder'd, in their AQ: 

ings towards Gop, in their Perceptions W 
Him, Receivings from Him, Convert 1 
with Him, and Delight and Satisfaction o 
all. On the other-hand ; It teaches us t 

alter our Language of Dying, and call i a 


Awaking. As hereupon, the departing Sp! 
* 


The SaIN T's SatisfaFion, Js 
rit is freed from all its Incumbrances, and 
fon delivered into a far better State; to be 
hey nearer Gop, have that Viſion of Him, and 
heir Delight in Him, which it was never be- 
and fore capable of. 

Tax Soul at Death, does not deſcend 
the with the Body into the ſilent Grave, nor 
the drop into a ſenſeleſs Sleep; but being made 

meet to be Partaker of the Inheritance of the 
the Saints in Light, aſcends to behold God's 
heir Face and Glory there; in which, ſenſible 
on fl of its Change ſo vaſtly for the better, and 
ited, thereupon fill'd with Love and Joy ani- 
mating the higheſt Praiſes to Gop ; it 


ime 

y, may be ſaid to be more awake than ever, 

e, as That which is Death or Sleep to the Bo- , 
ain, dy, is, as to the Soul, a Freedom from it, 


an awaking to ſee, and live with Gon. 

And under this Notion, it no longer 
becomes a Child of Go d, to think or 
ſpeak of Death, with overcoming Dread 
and Horror; but with Calzzaeff and Compla- 
cency, as containing what may render it, not 
only tolerable but amiable, and, when the 
Will of Goo is ſignify'd, Matter of his 
Deſire, 


ARt Ix looking to the Body, call Death a 
ns d Sleep; Dying, Undreſſing or being ancloath'd, 


in order to go to Reſt : And what is there 
{o horrible 1n all this ? 

Bur as to the Soul, *tis to be calPd by 
another Name, that ſpeaks it abundantly 
better: To that, 'tis an amabing, and 
3 this 
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this to the beſt Exerciſe and Entertain- 
ment, and the greateſt Gain: To be- 
hold the Face of Go p, to look itſelf into 
his Liteneß, and ſo to meet the fulleſt 
Satisfaction in his Light, and Love, and 
Glory. Who would not be willing to 
have the Eyes of his Body clos'd, fo as to 
be open no more upon this World, to 
have the Eyes of his Soul more 1mmedi- 
ately and always fixed upon Gov, and 
his Face unvaiPd, in the moſt endearing 
Manner ſhedding Glory and Joy into, and 
thro* the happy Soul. It belongs to them 
to ſtart at Death, and fly from it, who 
1 are unwilling to ſee G oy, and would be 
y no nearer to Him than now: But they to 
14 whom Death as to the Body will prove 
ul a Sleep, and this too a Sleep in Jeſus; 
and as to the departing Spirit, an awak- 
ing to behold God's Face; have Reaſon to 
bid it welcome: And when Gov fays, 
' as to Moſes, Thou canſt not ſee my Face and 
live; to anſwer, as did one of the Fa- 
thers, Lord, that I may ſte it, I am willing 
to ate, 

Tuts is a Temper becoming a Believ- WW W 
er, with Reference to a Diſſolution, as in th 
dying out of this World, he is born into a Wl {- 
better. That is the firſt Seaſon of Awaking, ih 
But it alſo looks farther : I ſhall be ſatisfies * 


when I awake, i. e. 
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2. As to Soul and Body united at the Re- 


ſurrection. Tho? a parting Time will come, 


and the Night of Separation may be long, 
it ſhall be followed with a glorious Morn- 
ing, and bleſſed Re-union, which will be 
the Beginning of a new Life, in which the 
Righteous ſhall be as happy in both Parts, 
as their finite Nature can admit, in being 


preſented faultleſs before the Preſence of God's Jud. 24. 


Glory, with exceeding Joy. 

NATURAL Sleep, is in order to Reſt, 
Refreſhment and Riſing to Advantage : 
The Saints Sleep in Death, ſhall not only 
have an End, but end well. This is deno- 
The Body ſhall not 
be left under an everlaſting Cover of 
Earth, and when it is brought forth, it 
{hall be with unſpeakable Improve- 
ment, in-a far different Manner, than 
when it was put to Reſt under the Clods. 
How many Inſtances of the happy Change 
are mention'd to hold our Meditation with 
Intenſeneſs upon it, as what is deſign'd, 
and certain, and will make the Day ſo 
wonderful, when it comes : The Body, 


that is ſown in Corruption, ſhall be raisd in r Cor. 15. 


Incorruption : It is ſown in Diſhonour, it 2. 
{ſhall be rais'd in Glory: It is fown in Weak- 
neſs, it ſhall be raisd in Power : It is ſown 
a natural Bod), it ſhall be rais'd a ſpiritual 
Boay, i. e. in the higheſt Degree of Excel- 
j lence 
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? _ — 
lence to which it can be refined, and re- 


main a Body ſtill. The Power for this, is 
lodg'd in a proper Hand; and the Pattern 


choſen to which it is to be conform'd, even 


that of CHRIST himſelf, For this Believ- 


Phil. iii. ers have their Eyes to Him: We look for 4 


21, 


Saviour from Heaven, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſhall change our vile Body, that it may be 
aſhioned like unto his glorious Body, according 
to the Working whereby He is able to ſubdue all 
Things to Himſelf. 

Ir putting off the Body, and going to 


Job. x. 2. ſleep in Death; being laid out for the 


Prov. xiv. leſs pleaſing Sound; nevertheleſs the Righ- 


22. 


Job xix. even at the Mouth of the Grave. 
25, 26,27. that my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand 


Grave, and laid up in it, to remain under 
Ground, that Land of Darkzeſs, till the 
Heavens be no more, cc. are Things of 


teous hath Hope in his Death: Hope con- 
cerning the Body returning to the Duſt, 
that it ſhall not always be left in a ſleepy 
inaQtive State, but awake at the Laſt Day 
by being re- united to the Soul, that ſo far 
as capable, they may both be Companions 
in the Bleſſedneſs of ſeeing Go p, as they 
have here been in duty, ſeeking and breath- 
ing aſter him. To this holy Job directs his 
Faith, and ſo ſpeaks with an Air of Joy, 
I know 


at the latter Day upon the Earth: And though 
after my Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body; yet in 
my Fleſh Dal I ſee God, whom ] ſhall ſee fot 
my elf, and mine Eyes ſhall behold, and not 


another ; 


EL * * 
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another; and this, tho" my Reins be conſumed 
within me. x: 
T ns Grave ſhall be no conſtant Ba 
to the Happineſs of the Body, as Death 
could be none to that of the Soul. Both 
ſhall find the Path of Life, and in the ap- 
pointed Seaſon joyntly enter upon it. A 
Separation could not be made without 
more or leſs of Reluctance; as whilſt the 
Spirit was made perfect, and taken to Hea- 
ven, the Body was left breathleſs to the 
Earth, and bury'd out of Sight: But with 
what mutual Joy will they meet at laſt, 
when every One that ſleeps in IEsus, ſhall 
awake to ſee Go p, and as to the whole 
Man, be happy in Him! „“ Welcome, 
« thrice welcome, may the Body ſay, to 
the Soul return'd, to the Habitation thou 
% was once ſo well acquainted with, and 
< tookeſt ſo much Pains about, to form 
e and prepare for the Felicity we were bid 
to expect. I find I have been ſleeping in 
« the Duſt; all the Days of my appointed Time 
waiting till my Change come: This Change, 
by which I am redeem'd from the Power of 
* the Grave, and feel Mortality ſwallowed 7 
f Life. In the mean Time, O my Soul, 
« how has it been with thee ?” To this, 
with what Pleaſure, may we conceive the 
Soul to anſwer, O my dear deſired Com- 
*. panion | I have been well imploy'd, hap- 
* pily provided for, ſince an End was put 
** tO Our ſojourning State. As ſoon as diſ- 
: « lodg'd, 
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« lodg'd, I was carry'd by Angels into che 


« third Heaven, where I have ſeen. that 
« Glory that I could not before conceive, 
« enjoy'd that Felicity that I cannot now 
« deſcribe. I have found true what our 
Lord aſſured his Followers at his going 
« to Heaven, viz. That in his Father's Houſe 
© were many Manſions, and I now bring thee 
«© Word that there is one for hee: Behold, 
thy Redeemer come according to his 
„ Word, to tate all his unto Himſelf, that 
& where He is, there they may be alſo. And 
“ how well muſt it be with thoſe that 
« are with Him? There we ſhall dwell 
« inthe moſt glorious Light; be fill'd with 
« divine and heavenly Love; joyn with 
« the General Aſſembly, and Church of the 
* Frſt-born in the moſt delightful Work, 
« ſinging, Bleſſing and Honour, and Glory, 
& and Power, to Him that ſitteth on the Throne, 
« and to the Lamb, for ever and ever.” This 
is Awaking to Satisfaction indeed, which may 
well lead the Children of the Reſurrection, 
in ſpeaking of it, to lift up their Heads in 
Token of Joy that ſuch a Seaſon is coming, 
their Redemption draws nigh. 5 
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W HAaT remains, is the Application. 


1. How amiable and great is the Change 
that hol y Souls have unaergone, who are taken 
4p with SO Þ in the Manner deſcrib d. 
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NATURALLY they were inclin'd to live 
without Go p in the World, as well as o- 
thers, and take up their Reſt in lower 
Good: But being born from Heaven, they 
can do ſo no longer. Gop is now more to 
them than all the World; and if they 
have not Satisfaction in Him, they can 
have none for ever. 


2. Tris may help you to paſi a Judgment 
pon all this W 951 d, 2 nates 1 2 is, 
namely, as inſufficient to be the Happineſs of a 
Soul. The wiſeſt and beſt Men on Earth, 
have univerſally renounc'd it, as their Por- 
tion; and as taught of Gop, have look'd for 
Satisfaction only in Himſelf. What Folly 
then are they guilty of, who yet will look 
for Happinefs below ! Which is to look for 
Light in Darkneſs, Life in Death: In this 
they loſe their Labour, and their Souls are 
in Danger of periſhing tor ever. 


3. Do gracious Souls place and ſeek their 
Satisfattion in Go p? Let us reſolve to have 
our Lot with them. N 

Ir you have not made your Choice, let 


it be no longer deferr'd. Why ſhould you 16. lv. 4. 


ſpend your Money for that which is not Bread ? 
And your Labour for that which ſatisfieth not? 
When Gop calls you to hearken to his Voice, 
and by Jesus CHRIST to return to Him, 
that you may be provided of an adequate 
Portion, in which you may reſt and rejoyce 
for ever. G Laſtly, 


\ 


Laſtly, W 


Joh. xiv. and ſo the Way to their higheſt Satisfaction. In 
28, this, Love to *em, ſhould lead us to rejoyce, 
even whilft we mourn for our own Loſs, as 

they that are moſt taken up with Gop and 
Heaven, are thoſe that we moſt need, and 

are beſt fitted to do Good upon Earth. But 

as to themſelves, they are gone to the Father, 

to their Father in Heaven, to behold his Face 

as it is open'd there, in beholding of which 

they are chang'd into his Likeneſs, and 

ſhine in his Beams, and in his Light and 

Love are happy indeed, and ſecure 

of being ſo for ever. This is that 

which they pray'd, and labour'd, and long- 

ed for : This is that which they aim'd at, 

and were moſt pleas'd with the Proſpect 

of, Whilſt others took up with a Portion 

in the preſent Life, they made a wiſer 
Choice, and to the laſt purſu'd it, often re- 
newing their Requeſts to Gop, That they 

Rev. xii. might have their Felicity there, where his 
4+ Servants have the Honour of the neareſt 
Attendance upon Him, and ſee his Face, 

The Promiſe of this, was that which ſweet- 

ened their Lives, and in the Faith of it, 

they calmly laid down their Heads and 

died: And thus cloſing their Eyes upon 

this World, they awak'd into the Light 

and Glory of a better. And whilſt-we can 

look aſter our holy Friends and Relations 

whom Death hath remov'd, and conſider 

em not as loſt, but gone to live with Gop; 

nearer 
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by dying, as Death is tl eir awaking to ſee Gon; 


has © prod on — — 


— 8 tt tr DD RR 2 2 10 


—The SAINT's Satisfaction. _ 


nearer to Him than ever; more happy than 
ever; perfectly pleas'd and fatisfy'd in the 
Preſence of his Glory, and to change no 
more ; it ſhould be a powerful Argument 
to moderate our Sorrows, and invite us to 
take a Part 1n their Joy. 

Tuus, you know, we have abundant 
Reaſon to think and ſpeak of our dear 
Friend, your deceas'd Paſtor. 

IT is not my Deſign to inlarge in his 
Character, my Acquaintance with him 
being but of few Years; tho I could wiſh 
it had begun ſooner, and that I had been 
oftner in his Company, as I ſhould have 
been, had I apprehended his Stay with us 
would have been ſo ſhort. And how much 
more Good might we get by our Converſes 
with the Saints and Servants of Goop, and 
lay up for our Comfort, Incouragement 
and Imitation, did we converſe more as 
thoſe that are dying, we from them, ar 
they from us, with this Thought, The 
Benefit of their Company, it may be, we 
ſhall but a little While enjoy. 

NoTHingG was more obvious than his 
ſerious Spirit : His Words, his Looks, his 
Actions in ordinary Life, evidenc'd him one 
much taken up with Gop ; bound for 
Heaven, where his Treaſure was laid up, 
and accordingly his Heart and Converſati- 
on were there too. 

I underſtand God early began to deal 
with Him; reſcuing him from the Va- 
nity, incident ro Youth, as deligning to ſet 
him apart far himſelf; Deep 
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DEE Impreſſions were made upon 
him, of the Evil of Sin, the Worth of a 
Soul, its Danger of being loſt, and the Ne- 
ceſſity and Excellency of the Saviour pro- 
vided ; upon which being drawn with the 
Cords of Love, hc was inabled to fly for 
Refuge to the Hope ſet before him. This 
he was the more affected with and thankſul 
for, 1n that Grace towards him was exer- 
cis'd with a remarkable Sovereignty, ta- 
king him and paſſing by others, whom up- 
on the Account of their Nearneſs to him, 
he could not but be concerned for. 

Rer1610N hereupon became his Buſineſs, 
and to pleaſe Gop, and live to Chriſt, and 
prepare for Heaven, what he was moſt in- 
rent upon, "IM 

THAaT he might be the more taken up 
about his Soul and Eternity, he bent his 
Thoughts to the Miniſtry ; and broke thro? 
ſeveral Difficulties and Diſcouragements in 
order to it: Sticking at no Pains to fit him- 
ſelf for the Work: And afterwards how 
diligent, how conſtant, how much in ear- 
neſt, and unwearied was he in it! 

Wu made Keeper of the Vineyards, 
At can ſirſt in the Country, * and then in zhis 
ere). City, he watched for Souls as one that muſt 
give an Account, and yet did not forget to 
keep his own, being careſul to practiſe what 
he preach'd, as deſirous to fave himſeli 
and them that heard him; and knowing 
that there is but one Way to Heaven for 
— AMuniſters and People, SS 
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PRAYER was much of his Life, and 
Breath; by which he ask'd Counſel of the 
Lord, made Conſcience of applying to him 
for Light, Direction and Strength as to 
what he was to deliver to you, and for his 
Bleſſing on all, as ſenſible that Sufficiency 
and Succeſs are entirely of Gop; and 
whatever Experience he had of this,he was 
not unmindful to aſcribe the Glory where 
*twas due, in Returns of Thanks; endea- 
vouring as a Chriſtian and as a Miniſter to 
keep up a ſtated Intercourſe with Heaven; 
and what Advantage and Comfort did he 
find in it? 

HumiLiTty was his Cloathing, and 
Ornament; and Sincerity what animated 
and run thro? his Actings, in which he en- 
dea vour'd to approve himſelf to Goo, and 
to the Canſciences of Men as in the Sight 
of Goo. 

Bux a craſie diſtemper'd Body, he was 
kept mindful of his great Change, and the 
inviſible everlaſting World he was thereby 
to paſs into, and fo quicken'd in his Pre- 
parations for it, and often carried beyond 
his Strength, in preaching as a dying Man 
to dying Men. 

ou have obſerv'd how often he has 
with Difficulty got into the Pulpit, and 
yet with what Vigor and Seriouſneſs he 
uttered himſelf there, as One that knew, 
whatever we do for Eternity ſhould be 
done with all our Might ; and that it mult be 
ow or never, | 

| He 
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H had made Death ſo familiar to him, 
that he could ſpeak of departing with the 
ſame Eaſe and Freedom, as One would do 
of going Home: When in the Pulpit, he has 
appear'd greatly ſpent, and his Friends have 
ſometimes told him, they were afraid he 0 
Would have died before he came down; B 
He would by his Anſwers ſignify, how far ir 
it would have been from being a Surprize eu 
to him: So conſtantly did he ſtand as One ¶ te 
waiting for his Lord. 1:4 
THe laſt Year or two he was worn v 
down apace, and Death had little to do, tl 
where Grace and Labour, and painful Diſ- 
tempers had done ſo much to facilitate a IM © 


Diſſolut ion. N 

In the View of this, he conſider'd you h 
in the Hand of the Great Shepherd, of- tt 
ten uſing Jacob's Language, with a good 

Geneſis Degree of the ſame Faith: Behold I die, bat 

wü. 21. God ſhall be with you. The Hope of this, 
was his Comfort, may the Experience of it 
be eminently yours. 

To a Miniſter, and ſeveral others that 
were with him in his Sickneſs, enquiring 
concerning the State of his Soul, with Refe- 
rence to Gop and another World : His An- 
ſwer was, Thro* Grace, I feel no Storm, am 
under no Cloud: Adding, Bleſſed be God, my 
Work is done; and now I have Nothing to do 
vat to die. 
| Wren ask'd by One nearly related to 
him, What ſhe ſhould do to bear up in a 
dying Hour, obſerving the Pains he was 
8 5 under? 
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under? He readily reply'd, as ſpeaking 


from what he felt, Make ſure of an Intereſt iin N 


Jeſus Chriſt, and that will carry you thro, as 
it does me. 1 % 
Twas with the utmoſt Calm that he 
ordered all the Circumſtances of his Funeral; 
By Faith, like dying Joſeph, ſpeaking concern- 
ing his Bones, as knowing whom he had believ- 
ed, and for what ; and that Chriſt was able 
to keep what he had committed to him; 
and of all that the Father had given him, 
would loſe nothing but raiſe it up again at 
the laſt Day. F 
UxpkR his long Sickneſs, he ſhew'd an 
exemplary Patience, and tho* weariſome 
Nights were appointed to him, in which 
he could not lie down in his Bed, or keep 
there for many Weeks together, he was ſo 
far from entertaining a hard Thought of 
Gop, that he would take all Occaſions to 
ſpeak well of Him. He was ſenſible to the 
laſt ; and ſhew'd it, by improving every 
Thing to encourage his Soul. When ta- 
king a little Cordial, he would fay, Oh, 
what large Draughts of Conſolation ſhall I 
drink in Glory! And repeating the Text, 
As for me, I will behold thy Face in Righteonſ- 
neſs ;. I ſhall be ſatisfied, added, yea, abun- 
dant, abundantly ſatisfied with thy Likeneſs. 
WEN drawing on, and his fainting 
Pulſe, and quick Breath, ſhew'd him enter- 
ing the Valley of the Shadow of Death, he 
ſignify'd his inward Compoſure, by ſaying, 
in a pleaſed Tone, I am going. Which * 
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“Tears to a Paradiſe of Joy. TN 
&« ] am going, to ſee what I have believs 
« ed; and poſſeſs what I have hoped far; 
« and have my Prayers anfwer'd, and uns 
« conceivably out-done in what Gop hath 


“laid up for them them that love Him. 


Heb. vi. 


12. 


„I am going, to a World where there arg 
« none ſick or ſorrowtul, pain'd or diez 
« where I ſhall live for ever, in the Viſion 
« and Love, and Glory of Gop, and ſo re: 
« joyce for ever: Where ſhall never loſe 


« the Glory to be revealed, and never ceafe 


« toling to the Honour of Grace. And 
hereupon, laying down his Head, he cloſed 
his Eyes upon this World, and went ts 
know what that Satisfaction means, tha 
conſiſts in Beholding Go »'s. Face i 
another, : 454] 


Goo grant, we may be Followers of then 
who thro* Faith and Patience inherit the Pros 
miſes; That whenever we are call'd tot 
die after em, we may, by dying, awakg 
up into the ſame Glory with them 
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